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LEED v5 –
A whole new 
approach
CHRISTINE SUBASIC, PE, LEED AP, FTMS

TMS ANNUAL MEETING

OCTOBER 2024

Learning Objectives

List the objectives of 
the USGBC in the 
development of the 
LEED v5 rating system.

Explain the new 
development process 
planned for the LEED 
rating system.

Identify the credits and 
prerequisites that 
make up the Materials 
& Resources category.

Describe the type of 
documentation needed 
from building product 
manufacturers to comply 
with LEED requirements. 

LEED v5 - Objectives

Decarbonization Quality of life Ecological conservation 
and restoration
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LEED v5 - Objectives

Resilience –

under ‘Quality of Life’

Equitable Outcomes –

under ‘Quality of Life’

Objectives

Decarbonization

From USGBC: Introduction to LEEDv5 for Design and Construction

Objectives

Quality of life –

Health & Well-being

From USGBC: Introduction to LEEDv5 for Design and Construction
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Objectives

Ecological conservation 
and restoration

From USGBC: Introduction to LEEDv5 for Design and Construction

LEED v5 - Objectives

Resilience –

under ‘Quality of Life’

From USGBC: Introduction to LEEDv5 for Design and Construction

LEED v5 - Objectives

Equitable Outcomes –

under ‘Quality of Life’

From USGBC: Introduction to LEEDv5 for Design and Construction
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Development process
Oct 28 
deadline

Development 
process

 increased predictability

 tool and resource development

USGBC committed to regular cycle

v5
2025

v6
2030

v7
2035

Credits
Based on 1st public comment draft
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Credits

decarbonization
71 points

quality of life
33 points

ecosystem 
37 points

Based on 1st public comment draft

Credits
Location & Transportation:        -1 pt

Sustainable Sites:                      +1 pt

Water Efficiency:                        - 2 pts

Energy & Atmosphere:              no change

Materials & Resources:            +5 pts

Indoor Environmental Quality:  - 3pts

IP LT SS WE EA MR IEQ PP

Based on 2nd public comment draft

Changes from LEED v4.1
 new platinum requirements
 earn 8 pts under Enhanced Energy Efficiency
 no on-site GHG emissions (Electrification)
 100% renewable energy
 20% reduction in embodied carbon

 adjustments to many credits

 changes from LEED v4.1: 

https://www.usgbc.org/sites/default/files/20
24-05/LEED-v5-summary-of-changes-LEED-v4-
LEED-v41-BDC.pdf

NEW PREREQUISITES

 climate resilience assessment (IP)

 human impact assessment (IP)

 carbon assessment (IP)

 operational carbon projection & 
decarbonization plan (EA)

 assess & quantify embodied carbon (MR)

 construction management plan (IEQ)
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Materials-
related credits

 Climate Resilience Assessment (IP) – required

 Carbon Assessment (IP) – required; based on 
operational carbon, refrigerants, and embodied carbon

 Rainwater Management (SS)

 Enhanced Resilient Site Design (SS) – includes high 
wind and hail (FORTIFIED), wildfire (site-focused), green 
infrastructure, heat reduction measures

 Heat Island Reduction (SS) 

 Reduce Peak Thermal Loads (EA) – includes thermal 
bridging per ASHRAE 90.1-2022, Sec. 5.5.5 in all climate 
zones and improved envelope options

Materials-
related credits

 Assess & Quantify Embodied Carbon (MR) – required
 Quantify GWP for enclosure & hardscape including 

masonry to create a baseline

 Building and Material Reuse (MR)

 Reduce Embodied Carbon (MR)
 Whole Building LCA   or
 Total embodied carbon for the project  or
 Procure low-carbon structure, enclosure & 

hardscape matls (as compared with industry 
averages from CLF or EPA

 Material categories not specifically identified

 Low-Emitting Materials (MR) – moved from IEQ;             
non-inherently emitting list is removed

 Building Products Disclosure & Optimization (MR) –
only non-structural/interior products; HPD, recycled, etc.

 Construction & Demolition Waste Diversion (MR)

Materials-
related credits

 Occupant Experience (IEQ) – includes acoustics

 Resilient Spaces (IEQ) – includes management for 
power outages (extreme heat or cold) and building safety 
(safe rooms) for tornados, hurricanes, high winds

 Project Priorities and Innovations (IN) 
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Documentation

EMBODIED CARBON

 comparisons to ‘industry benchmarks’ and 
‘industry averages’ from CLF and EPA

 comparisons with baseline project; baseline 
project not well defined

 relies on EPDs

Next steps

April 
2024

1st Public Draft 
released

May 2024

Public comment 
period closed

Summer 
2024

Revisions based on 
comments

Oct 2024

2nd public comment 
period

Nov 2024

Revised version 
released at 

GreenBuild?

Jan 2025

Registrations for v5 
open

Summer 
2025

LEED v4/4.1 sunsets

QUESTIONS?

Cleveland, OH Greenville, SC Halifax, NS
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THANK YOU!
Christine ‘Tina’ Subasic, PE, LEED AP, FTMS
CSubasicPE@gmail.com
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→ Next Presenta on
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